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ADMINISTRATION

110. Housekeeping: Itis proposed that the GYSA staff be given the authority to renumber the GYSA Rules &
Regulations and to update nomenclature that has changed because of sponsorship change or
division/program name change.

GYSA Programs: The GYSA Select Programs Divisions (Athena plus Academy girls and Classic plus
Academy boys), Recreational Programs, and Region Il Premier Program are the responsibility of the
respective GYSA Representatives. Each representative will appoint a committee, subject to approval of
the GYSA President, to administer their program. The GYSA Board Representative shall serve as the
committee chairman. A list of each committee's membership stating name, age group represented, position,
and contact number, shall be available in the GSSA office for all member leagues. Each Committee shall
be given wide discretionary authority to administer the program as long as same is consistent with the rules
and policies set by member leagues and directives from the GYSA Board of Directors in the operation of
their duties. Each Committee shall be directly responsible to the GYSA Board of Directors in the operation of

their duties.

120.1 Recreational: The Recreational Program is a developmental soccer program for all youth players.
The league accepts as participants any eligible youths, without regard to skill level (subject to
reasonable terms of registration).

The use of tryouts, invitations, recruiting or similar process to roster players to any recreational team

on

the basis of talent or ability is priédtéami t ed.

A system for rostering players to teams must be used to establish a fair and balanced distribution of
playing talent among all teams participating in the same age group within the league.

120.1a To further enhance the Recreational Program, GYSA supports US Youth Soccer

Associationbs t eaching phil os o pshigdsaggetirhU-06,eJOpamatU-10t o
This philosophy allows the game to be the te:
the ball and encourages all the players to develop their skills in all positions. Further, the
philosophy discourages intense competition until the older age groups.

120.1b There shall be a Recreational Program Committee with one representative from each district

in the Association added to the committee and each district committee member shall have a

ADi strict Recreational Program Committeeodo wi.
members from that district, each from a different league. District Recreational Program

Committees are responsible to the league. District Recreational Program Committees are
responsible to the Recreational Program Director and are subject to GYSA review per

Section 1000.

120.2 Athena: The At hena Program is the select progrddyn f or
US Youth Soccer.
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120.3 Classic: The Classic Programisthes el ect program faog bhoys® tteams -
US Youth Soccer.

120.4 Academy: The Academy Program is the select devel opme
from U-10 through U-12.

120.5 Region lll Premier League: The Region Il Premier League Program is the Region Il East
regional select program for U14 , Ul5, Ul6, U117
130. Season

130.1 The US Youth Soccer Association Seasonal Year runs from September 1 through August 31, of the
following calendar year, and shall be comprised of two seasons of play: Fall and Spring.

130.2 The Fall season of play commences with the first league game of the Fall season and terminates with
the completion of the last league or play-off game.

130.3 The Spring season of play commences with the first league game of the Spring season and
terminates with the completion of the last league or play-off game.

130.4 Select: The number of games and length of the playing seasons shall be determined by the select

programs6 respective committees. Every program s
program committees will not schedule matches in conflict with the Snickers State Cup where
applicable.

140.  Participation

140.1 Each league participating in Academy, Athena or Classic play must have a minimum of one
registered recreational player for every registered select player. Leagues not in compliance will be
subject to review and/or sanction by the GYSA BOD which could include: suspension of affiliate,
probation of affiliate, GYSA tournament play restrictions and fines.

140.2 Teamsmustmeetpub |l i shed fiTeam Decl arationo deadlines. I
in non-acceptance of team.

140.3 Select Programs: A condition of entry of a team is field and referee availability in proportion to the
number of teams entered. Teams for which leagues are not able to provide the required fields and
referees may not be admitted. Failure to provide fields and referees may result in the removal of
teams from the select program.

150. Administrative Procedures

150.1 Any questions on rules, policies, and procedures of select divisions should be addressed to that
division's committee for resolution.

150.2 Recreational: All recreational inter-scheduling functions shall be performed under the auspices and
subject to the approval of the GYSA Recreational Director and/or Committee(s).

150.3 District Recreational Program Committees will ensure that all leagues have the ability to inter-
schedule in a practical manner and will be subject to final review and approval of the GYSA
Recreation Program Director to guarantee participation.

150.4 Scheduling and other administrative duties required for the coordination of each Select Division will
be performed by their respective division committee.
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160. Team Assignments

160.1 Team assignments into playing divisions and age groups by the respective committees shall be final
and are not subject to appeal.

160.2 A team may request to play in an older age group, but not in a younger.

160.3 Athena: The respective committee will assign teams to appropriate playing divisions according to the
following guidelines:

160.3a Age groups may be divided into divisions by the Committee based on the best available
information.

160.3b At the end of each playing season, the Committee may reassign teams to a higher or lower
division.

160.4 Classic: The Classic Division Committee will assign teams to appropriate playing divisions at the
start of each season (i.e. - Fall & Spring), according to the following guidelines:

160.4a There will be age group divisions ranging from U-10, U-11, U-12, U-13, U-14, U-15, U-16, U-
17 and U-19.

160.4b Classic Division | will have a maximum of 11 teams per single age group, and Classic
Division Il will have a maximum of 11 teams per single age group. (Note: Exact number of
Division Il teams will be determined by the Classic Committee and cannot be appealed.)

160.4c Classic Division team placement will be determined by points accumulated during the
previous season (i.e., either Fall or Spring). That is, relegation between Classic | and Classic
Il and Classic Il and Classic lll, etc., will occur twice a year and will be based season upon
the points standings from the previous season.

1. The bottom 2 teams in Classic | at the end of each playing season (i.e. - Fall or Spring)
will play in Classic Il during the next season.

2. The top 2 teams in Classic Il at the end of each playing season (i.e. - Fall or Spring) will
play in Classic | during the next season.

3. The bottom 2 teams in Classic Il at the end of each playing season (i.e. - Fall or Spring)
will play in Classic Il during the next season.

4. The top 2 teams in Classic Il at the end of each playing season (i.e. - Fall or Spring) will
play in Classic Il during the next season.

160.4d Teams must maintain a majority of players from the previous season to maintain their slot
unless section 160.4c-1 is appropriate, or roster has equal kind players to maintain the
majority.

160.4e If 2 teams in Classic Il disband, and the majority of the newly-formed team is comprised of
Classic Il players, the new team will remain in Classic Il, unless 160.4c-1 prevails, or roster
has equal or greater kind players to maintain the majority.

160.4f The Classic Division Committee can modify these requirements where, in its judgment,
compelling considerations justify it.

160.4g If one league merges with another in its entirety, the slot(s) assigned to that league's Classic
Division team(s) will not be vacated, but retained by the merged entity if the team or teams
meet all other Classic Rules provisions.

160.5 Classic -- Inter-division Relegation

160.5a Promotion from Classic Division Il to Classic Il will be based on the standings from the
previous season (i.e. - Fall or Spring).
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170. Age Classifications
170.1 Team Age Classification
170.1a RECREATIONAL: Age groups will be: U-6, U-8, U-10, U-12, U-14, U-16, U-19.
170.1b ATHENA: Age groups will be: U-10, U-11, U-12, U-13, U-14, U-15, U-16, U-17 and U-19.
170.1c CLASSIC: Age groups will be: U-10, U-11, U-12, U-13, U-14, U-15, U-16, U-17 and U-19
170.1d ACADEMY: Age groups will be: U-10, U-11 and U-12
170.2 Player Age Classification

170.2a Member leagues must register all their players between the ages of 4 and 19 with GYSA.
Player classification for the soccer year shall be determined by the player's age as of August
1. More specifically, a player who becomes nineteen (19) on or after August 1 immediately
preceding the start of any seasonal y-#89age i s
group. On the other hand, any player who becomes four (4) years of age on or after August 1
immediately preceding the start of any seasonal year is too young to become registered with
GYSA and thus is NOT eligible to play in the upcoming year on a U-6 age group GYSA team.

170.2b A player may play on an older age team, but may not play on a younger age team.

170.2c Proof of age must be presented if deemed necessary. Proof of age shall consist of a birth
certificate or birth registration issued by an appropriate governmental agency, Board of
Health records, passport, alien registration card issued by the United States Government,
certificate issued by the Immigration and Naturalization Service attesting to age, or a
certification of an American citizen born abroad, issued by the appropriate government
agency. Hospital, baptismal or religious certificates will not be accepted.

180. Team Registration

180.1 Only teams properly registered with a league or association affiliated with GYSA may be entered in
the select programs or recreational divisions.

180.2 Players may be registered with only one team at any given time, except where specifically allowed by
GYSA Rules and Regulations.

180.3 Any team with a player on its roster who is overage, who is a member of another team's roster
(except where these regulations specifically allow for dual rostering of players or when using the
GYSA Club Pass System) of players or who utilizes a player not on the official state roster in violation
of GYSA Rules and Regulations, shall forfeit each game in which that player takes part and the
coach may be suspended from all GYSA participation for up to 1 year.

180.4 Restrictions

180.4a No U-06 or U-08 team shall be allowed less than 5 nor more than 12 registered players at
any given time.

180.4b For U-10, no team shall be allowed less than 6 nor more than 12 registered players at any
given time.

180.4c For U-11 and U-12, no team shall be allowed less than 8 or more than 14 registered players
at any given time. For U-13 to U-15 recreational and select and U16 select, no team shall be
allowed less than 11 or more than 18 registered players at any given time. For all U-16 and
above recreational teams and all U17 and above select teams, no team shall be allowed less
than 11 or more than 22 registered players at any given time; of these, no more than 18 shall
be allowed on any game roster.

6]
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180.4d No indoor team shall be allowed with less than 5 registered players at any given time.

180.4e All Select Program teams are prohibited from including players who are not yet 8 years old

onAugusti’®unl ess they are evaluated by the | eaguebds

exceptional talent. Players who are not yet 8 years old on August 1* may comprise no more than 20
percent of the SelectProgram t eamdés roster at the next age

Manual Registration: Those leagues submitting signed and dated registration forms to GYSA must
submit the appropriate minimum numbers of signed and dated player registration forms, as well as
the team registration forms, to GYSA no later than the dates designated and published by GYSA.
Failure to meet the published deadlines may prevent the teams from participating in the coming
season.

Electronic Registration; Those leagues registering their players electronically (either by disk or
online) must submit the registration information to GYSA no later than the date designhated and
published by GYSA. Failure to meet the published deadlines may prevent the teams from
participating in the coming season.

200. LEAGUE RESPONSIBILITIES

210.

220.

Team Selection

210.1

210.2

Each individual league will be responsible for selecting its teams for play in the Select Division
Programs.

Team formations shall comply with all rules of GYSA as amended.

Coach Selection

220.1

220.2

220.3

220.4

Each league is responsible for the selection of coaches for its teams.

All recreation program coaches must meet a minimum coaching license requirement as follows:

220.2a
Age Group License Level
U-06 G Certificate
U-08 G Certificate
U-10 to U-12 F Certificate
U-14 to U-19 Recreational E Certificate

Or E Certificate

220.2b Recreational coaches have a six-month grace period to attain initial required license and the
same when moving from one level to another.

All head coaches must meet a minimum coaching license requirement as follows:
Program Division License Level

Athena Division C, D, E & F  State "E"
Classic Division lll, IV & V

Athena Division A & B State "D"
Classic Division | & Il State "D"
Academy State "E"

When coaches move from one program division level to another they have a one-year grace period
to attain the required level license. [Example: Recreational to Classic IV or Athena D, Athena C to
Athena B, Classic Ill to Classic ].

gro
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220.4a Coaches found to be in violation will be suspended from coaching until such time as they
obtain the proper license. Leagues shall not designate an individual with the proper license
as the coach simply to circumvent the intent of this rule. It is the responsibility of the league
to insure that its coaches are properly licensed. Clubs/Associations shall provide a list signed
by a club/association official of select teams and their coaches and trainers and license level
of each on the date select team declarations are due. Failure to do so may result in the
league not being allowed to participate in the select programs.

220.5 All select program youth coaches and assistant coaches of a GYSA select program team, shall
receive a registration card. No more than four such cards will be issued per team. The card shall
indicate the current license level of the holder, if appropriate. A recent picture of the individual must
be affixed to the card along with the signature and shall be presented to the referee with the player
cards so as to properly identify the coach(es) of the team. Refer to rule 420.1a for further
clarification.

220.5a Any individual dismissed from a team technical area will be treated as a coaching official for
that team.

230. Referees
230.1 Every team has the right to a neutral referee and assistant referees.

230.1a No referee or assistant referee shall officiate a game in which a relative is coaching or
playing unless both coaches provide their specific prior consent by signing both game cards.
(U-06 and U-08 are exempt from this rule.)

230.1b No referee or assistant referee shall officiate a game where they were a recent (within 1
year) member or coach of either team unless both coaches provide their specific prior
consent by signing both game cards.

(U-06- U-08 are exempt from this rule.)

230.1c No Grade 9 referee shall act as Center Referee in any match U15 or older.
No Grade 9 referee shall act as Center Referee in a select match under any circumstances.

230.1d No Grade 9 referee shall act as an Assistant Referee in a—selectgame any match (select or
recreational) of U-15 or older unless working in capacity as a club line. Both coaches must
provide their specific prior consent by signing both game cards.

230.2 The individual leagues are responsible for providing referees, playing fields and times.
230.2a In the event the appointed referee fails to appear within 15 minutes of the scheduled kick-off
time, and where assistant referees are present, one of the assistant referees shall take
charge if he/she feels capable of refereeing the game and both coaches mutually agree.

230.2b In the event that neither assistant referee agrees to take charge, the coaches may agree
upon a volunteer referee.

230.2c If no such agreement is reached, the game will be postponed.
230.2d In the event a referee becomes ill during the game, the above procedure shall be followed.

230.2e If the game is postponed, both coaches should notify their scorekeeper and division
chairman.

230.3 The dual system (i.e., two referees) of refereeing is not approved for GYSA Program games.

230.4 Reporting violations rests with the visiting coach, and should be referred in writing to the appropriate
Division Committee or for Recreational games, to the home league.
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230.5 The referee(s) is in complete charge of the field and adjacent areas from the time the referee arrives
at the game site until the referee departs. The referee is empowered to:

230.5a Rule on what equipment or accessories are considered dangerous (casts are not allowed at
any time 1 reference rule 540.4).

230.5b Issue cautions, send offs, and dismissals for the entire period.

230.5¢c Terminate a game for coach, player or spectator misconduct.

230.5d Refuse to allow the game to be played if in the referee's judgment, the field is unplayable due
to length of the grass, inadequate lines, or other impediments.

1. Refuse to allow the game to be played if there is not a credentialed coach on the sideline
with each team present or, if necessary, a responsible adult identified on the game card
and associated with the team.

230.5e The referee may depart the area certain of receiving his/her fee.
230.6 Recreational Programs

230.6a U-06 and U-08: Each league reserves the right to determine whether to use certified
referees, club linesmen, coaches or parents during these games.

230.6b U-08: For inter-scheduled games, it is recommended there be a certified referee provided.

230.6¢c U-10 and older: Each league shall provide at least one certified referee for each game
scheduled at its own fields.

230.6d U-10 through U-16: Leagues are encouraged to provide assistant referees for all games.

230.6e U-10 through U-16: For inter-scheduled games, it is strongly recommended that two certified
assistant referees be utilized.

230.6f U-19: Each league shall provide three currently certified USSF referees for each home
game.

230.7 Academy Programs

230.7a U-10 and older: Each league shall provide a least one certified referee for each game
scheduled on its own fields.

230.7b U-10 and older: Leagues are encouraged to provide assistant referees for all games.

230.7c U-10 and older: For inter-scheduled games, it is strongly recommended that two certified
assistant referees be utilized.

230.8. Select Programs Divisions
230.8a Each league shall provide three currently certified USSF referees for each home match.
230.8b The referee (center official) will be a minimum of 1 year of age above the maximum eligible
playing age of the age group to be officiated (except for those young referees who have been
placed on a fast track for upgrade by the GSSA Referee Committee).
230.8c Subsequent to the third reported violation of a league using an underage referee (i.e., center
official), the home league will be assessed a penalty for each violation that has occurred

during the playing season (except for those young referees who have been placed on a first
track for upgrade by the GSSA Referee Committee).

9]
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230.8d The league of the home team shall maintain and forward to the state office in a manner
specified by the GYSA Board, a record of all games played and registered officials employed
in them.

230.8e At the conclusion of each playing season, each league shall pay a fine per official for each
occasion in which (a) a game was played but a registered official was not used as a referee
or assistant referee, or (b) a game was postponed, but not in accordance with the rules of the
appropriate division.

230.8f League fines due under this provision shall be paid before any of that league's teams shall be
registered in the select programs divisions for the following season.

230.9. If aleague knows in advance that 3 certified and qualified referees will not be available for a select
game, the game may be rescheduled with approval of the appropriate program committee. This
approval will require appropriate communication

230.9a If a game is postponed for failure to provide required officials within the time limit for a GYSA
Select Program Division game, the following criteria will apply.

230.9b The game will be replayed at the home field of the original visiting team.

230.9¢c In addition, the original home league will be billed for the cost of the referees required once
the game has been replayed.

230.9d A game cannot be played under protest due to the lack of the required number of certified
referees. If a coach agrees to play/continue play once they become aware of the number
and types of referees (certified versus club), the coach gives up the right to protest the game
based on the number and types of referees. This does not eliminate the right to protest other
misapplications of the rules.

300. PARTICIPATION

310. Registrations, Transfers, and Releases

310.1 Recreation Programs:
310.1a Once a recreational player has registered with an affiliated league, the player is bound to that
league for the specified playing season (fall or spring). Once a recreational player is rostered
to a team, a transfer request is required to move to another team during that playing season.

310.1b After completion of the fall playing season for which a player signed a registration form, the
player may register for the spring season with another league. A transfer form is not required
when changing leagues between the fall and spring playing season.

310.1c For tournament purposes, a recreational player may play with another team as a guest player
within the rules of the given tournament. Invitations to players listed on valid rosters for out-
of-league play, such as indoor or guest player, must be initiated by the requesting coach
t hr ough t buerentcbaghy er 6 s

310.2. Select Programs

310.2a. Once a select program player has registered with an affiliated league, the player is bound to
that league from the date that registrations are due to GYSA (Rule # 180.5 or 180.6) to the end of the
upcoming seasonal year. If registration information is submitted after that date, the player is bound to
that league from the date that the registration is submitted to the end of the upcoming or current
seasonal year.

310.2b Once a select program player is rostered to a team, a transfer request is required to move to

a team in another league (inter-league) during that seasonal year; however, a player who leaves

his/her team may not transfer to a team in another leagueu nt i | his/ her teamds f
are completed including State Cup, unless the transfer request has been approved by all parties.
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310.2c A player may be released from his/her team at any time and will be put on inactive status with
GYSA. In order to be returned to active status during the same seasonal year, the

player must go back to his/her original affiliated league and re-register or initiate a transfer

request with that affiliated league.

3102dOnce a select program player is rostered t
published by the club and accepted by the player must be satisfied before a transfer will be
approved.

1. Transfers are limited to a one transfer/player/seasonal year basis. The GYSA Registrar
may approve an additional transfer in order to allow a player to participate when otherwise
the player may not have the opportunity.

310.2¢ If a player believes he/she has an extraordinary reason to transfer outside of the parameters
stated in Rules 310.2b, 310.2c, 310.2d & 310.2d1, then the player must submit a letter of appeal with
therationaleforc onsi derati on to t he GYE#haorBimagy cirsumstanced s
could include but are not limited to unethical behavior by any party (to be determined by GYSA Ethics
and Grievance) or significant change of address.

310.2fRequests for transfers between teams in the same league (intra-league transfers) will be
processed at any time and require a transfer form. (This rule does not override Rule 310.2d.1)

310.2g For tournament purposes, a select program player may play with another team as a guest
player within the rules of a given tournament. Invitations to players listed on valid rosters for out-of-
league play, such as indoor or guest player, must be initiated by the requesting coach through the
playerdés current coach or it is c¢onsicdmeactedche/shé | eg
has the option to approve or deny the request. No player may guest play with another team without
hi s/ her current coachés and | eagueds permission

310.2h

310.2i

310.2j

310.2k

1. If a member ascertains that another member of the association has violated Rule 310.2g,
that member is entitled to seek redress by filing a grievance with the GYSA Ethics and
Grievance Committee.

Teams within a league that registered for the fall season cannot reorganize/reform outside of
the above restrictions for the spring season.

No team shall be allowed to transfer from one league to another league during the seasonal
year.

Teams may not disband during a fall or spring playing season. If a team disbands during a
fall or spring playing season, the league/association may be sanctioned as the playing
program committee deems appropriate.

The team coach and league may request that a player be released involuntarily from a team

only if a player is unable to play for one of the following reasons:

1. Player had violated US Youth Soccer rules or state disciplinary rules.

2. Player has moved beyond a reasonable travel distance.

3. Player is injured in such a manner that he/she will be unable to participate for the
remainder of the seasonal year.

4. Player has abandoned team (i.e. been absent without excuse for four or more weeks).

To request the release, the coach and league must complete the player release request and
submit it to GSSA.

0 c

Con
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310.3 Dual Rostering of Players

310.3a All recreational and select players may be rostered to an outdoor team and an indoor team
during the same seasonal year.

310.3b True Under 14 select program players playing up one or more age groups during the fall
season will be permitted to dual roster for the spring season with an Under 14 team that
participated in the fall season. Both teams must participate in the same program and the
same or higher division within that program (Region Ill Premier League, Classic I, Classic I,
Athena A, Athena B etc.), or the equivalent thereof.

1. Any select program player U-15 and above whose primary team does not participate in a
spring friendly season may dual roster with another team, either with its league or
another league that is participating in the spring friendly season.

3103c The playerds fall season t eteam. Rrimaryteaimgamesomils i d
take precedence over all other games, and players may not participate with both teams on
the same day.

310.3d If a player is rostered with both teams, that player may only participate in the Georgia State
Cup with the primary team

310.3e A team that adds players through dual rostering as in Rule #310.3b may have its spring
season record discounted by the playing program committee when it decides promotion and
relegation of teams.

320. Tryouts and Advertising

320.1 Player tryouts for Academy, Classic and Athena may not be held before the approved and published
date.

320.2 All member leagues shall have open tryouts for all select teams. Clubs/Associations may advertise
their tryout schedules in the media of their choice at any point after the tryout dates have been set by
GYSA.

Advertising includes marketing your association, team, camp, tournament, tryout, or event through
the public media, newspapers, radio outlets, mass mailings, etc. An e-mail distribution list put
together by an individual or association that includes players/families that are registered with another
club does not constitute a mass mailing and is prohibited.

Mass mailing is provided to GYSA member saselBgnttausi n
a certified mailing house, and the content kept confidential from the individual or association using it.

320.2a The announcement/advertisement must be limited to the following: tryouts must be open to
all players, the name of the club/association must be clearly stated, its business address, and
telephone number, complete dates, times, places and coaches for tryout sessions may be
included if available.

320.2b No language can be incorporated which would deny the right or ability of any youth soccer
player of the correct age to participate; or which would restrict eligibility for the team to any
arbitrary prerequisites such as particular school, church, housing, subdivision, etc.; nor can
the advertisement serve in any way, directly or indirectly, to coerce or threaten players to try
out for a particular league's team versus another.

320.2c A league may advertise for unregistered players at any time.

320.2d No select program player may register with a league and be rostered to a team prior to the
signing date approved and published by GYSA.






